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FIGHT THE MAN 
WITH COMICS
RELIGION
Old-school rabbi arrives for new year
Taylor Wyllie
Montana Kaimin
See SNAP, page 8See RABBI, page 5
For 50 years, Missoula's only 
Jewish synagogue, Har Shalom, 
has celebrated the Jewish New 
Year, Rosh Hashanah, with To-
rah readings, traditional foods 
and teachings on the meanings 
of change and reflection. 
"We reflect on the year that's 
passed and the year that's com-
ing," Har Shalom's student rab-
bi, Laurie Franklin, said. "[We] 
try and take a clear-eyed look 
at our mistakes, and not in a 
self-condemnatory way, but in 
a desire to be closer to God and 
our ideals." 
But this year, Har Shalom 
isn’t the only one celebrating. 
Rabbi Berry Nash, with his 
wife and two children, trav-
eled to Missoula last May from 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Their goal: 
Serve as a resource for those 
looking to expand or find their 
Jewish roots.
“We’re a lamp post for peo-
ple looking for the light,” Nash 
said.
Unlike Franklin, the Nashs 
aren’t a part of the Reform 
branch of Judaism. They’re 
Orthodox — the oldest, and 
smallest of the three branches.
Reform Jews are the most 
assimilated of the religion's 
branches. They may not attend 
temple often, but they maintain 
a connection to their Jewish 
identity. 
Orthodox Jews are religious 
in everyday life, wearing tradi-
tional garb and following strict 
moral codes. 
Conservative Jews represent 
a middle ground between the 
two interpretations. 
"Judaism is a very liturgical 
religion," Franklin said. "We 
read from the same Torah, we 
have the same books. There's 
a real love of learning and of 
practice. And in all of these 
branches of Judaism — a tre-
mendous emphasis on serving 
community." 
As of 2012, only 0.1 percent 
of Montanans reported as Jew-
ish, according to the Jewish Vir-
tual Library. Across the United 
States, this fraction is margin-
ally higher at 2.2 percent.
There are no concrete statis-
tics on the number of Jews in 
Missoula. 
Students 
take on 
SNAP 
challenge
Erin Loranger
Montana Kaimin
Students got a taste of what 
it’s like to eat on a budget of 
$4.50 per day by participating 
in the SNAP Challenge.
The challenge is designed 
to bring awareness to food in-
security through the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, formerly known as 
food stamps. The Missoula 
Food Bank challenged sever-
al classes at the University of 
Montana.
Paige Ely came to campus 
on behalf of the Missoula Food 
Bank to introduce the chal-
lenge. She said some students 
are already living on similar 
budgets, but those who have 
meal plans or Bear Bucks were 
surprised at how little they had 
to spend.
“I think students are seeing 
how cheap processed foods are 
and how expensive fruits and 
vegetables are,” Ely said.
Students who accepted the 
challenge were asked to budget 
only $31.50 per week for food, 
which is the average amount 
people in Montana receive 
through the SNAP program. 
As of June 2014, the nation-
al average of monthly bene-
fits through the program was 
about $125 for individuals and 
about $255 for households.
Ely said she hopes the chal-
lenge will educate students 
about the positive correlation 
between SNAP use and obe-
sity. There is a misconception 
that people who are overweight 
shouldn’t be hungry, she said.
“The foods that are most 
CAMPUS
But this number doesn’t 
matter, Nash said.
“There’s a great Hasidic 
master in the early 1700s, and 
he said as follows: 'A person 
can be in this world just to help 
one individual.'”
The Nashs said each person 
that steps through their door is 
equally important and special 
Bethany Blitz/Montana Kaimin 
Rabbi Berry Nash, his wife Shayna, their baby son and their daughter Riva (not pictured) moved to Missoula 
in May to give Missoulians the opportunity to explore their Jewish roots. The Nash family is the first to open a 
Chabad — an Orthodox house dedicated to services and celebrations that is open to everyone. 
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JAKE’S TAKE
By Jake Iverson
Talk nerdy to me
around the
OVAL
UREY LECUTRE HALL
After a three-hour physics 
study session:
“I need to go for a walk ... to 
the liquor store.”
THE OVAL
“The Dean’s coming. Let’s 
not talk about sodomy.”
OUTSIDE THE UC
-“Have you ever been 
cow-tipping?”
-“No (frustrated sigh). 
They’re not tippable.”
JESSE HALL
“I’m so glad sparkly Uggs are 
making a comeback!”
@aroundtheoval
#aroundtheoval
THE WESTERN CANNON
When I hear the word culture I reach for my gun
Hunter Pauli
A+C
GOT NEWS?
We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, 
ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.
Nerds are cool now. No longer are they the easy punch lines of 
‘80s comedies, nor are they the victims of grinning jocks’ pranks. 
No, now everybody wants to be a nerd. Fashion bends to them. 
Entertainment is created almost explicitly for them.
It’s a shame that this definition of nerdiness has been the one 
to catch on, because in reality, being a nerd is pretty damn punk. 
Nerds aren’t supposed to be cute, fun trendsetters. They’re sup-
posed to be weirdos. They’re the fringes of society, and that’s why 
they’re important. The designation of “nerd” should give someone 
the power to be their own person and refuse to submit to societal 
norms. It shouldn’t shove them into a mold of someone who loves 
“Sherlock” and reading.
It doesn’t take much to see how enormously so-called “nerd cul-
ture” has changed in recent years. Fashion hasn’t just been accom-
modating to geeks, it’s welcomed them with a bouquet of cordu-
roy pants and thick-rimmed glasses. Even high-waisted pants are 
back in style. The modern television landscape is full of vaguely 
fantastical world building programs, ranging from the juggernaut 
that is “Game of Thrones” to Fox’s new Batman prequel “Gotham.”
On its face, this embrace of nerdiness isn’t that bad. Nerds have 
always liked some pretty rad stuff. Where would we be as a soci-
ety without a weekly dose of George R.R. Martin’s special brand 
of nearly pornographic fantasy/historical drama? But by running 
with this preconceived idea, we alienate true uniqueness.
I think I’m qualified to examine this as I pretty much fit the 
nerd type. My favorite band is Weezer, classic nerd rockers who 
wore Buddy Holly glasses way before they were cool. I bought 
a bookcase to display my action figures and I’m running out of 
space. I’ve seen every “Game of Thrones” episode, most of them 
twice, and am more than willing to carry a multi-day conversa-
tion about the merits of the books versus those of  the show. (Why 
would you leave out Lady Stoneheart, you vicious bastards?)
But despite the overwhelming evidence, I don’t know if I’d call 
myself a nerd. I hate “The Big Bang Theory,” and I couldn’t care 
less about “Doctor Who.” I just think I get extremely passionate 
about things, and especially in this whole “post-high school reali-
ty,” I don’t really care if what I like is cool or not.
That’s what true nerdiness should be. It shouldn’t be a fashion 
sense or a taste in music. It’s not a way to describe television and 
movie plots. At its best and most basic, nerdiness is an absolute 
refusal to accept societal norms. Nerds don’t fit in and they love it 
because it’s more fun on the outside.
Nerdiness is thumbing your nose (that’s a nerd reference, right?) 
at the establishment, smiling while you do it. This fake “nerd cul-
ture” isn’t only a farce. It’s a detriment to true uniqueness. It’s a 
refuge for the people who can’t, or simply won’t fit in. And it’s a 
refuge we need. 
jake.iverson@umontana.edu
@jakeiverson57
A few years ago I went to a gun show on campus at Dahlberg Arena, Grizzly 
basketball's home court. Like all gun 
shows, it was awesome, although I 
would have preferred  more of the 
German products to be produced 
by Mauser instead of Hitler.
Selling guns and Nazi literature 
does not sound like something that 
happens on the campuses of many 
schools other than UM. I'm not 
totally against it (anti-Semitic psy-
chobabble propaganda aside), I just 
think it's the kind of quirky, endear-
ing Missoula thing that doesn't look 
good in an admissions or tourism 
brochure. I'm sure Missoula would 
have Nazi punks if Missoula had 
the critical mass for punks at all.
Montanans consider Missoula a 
city, but people like me, from places 
where buses run after dusk, see the 
cultural inconsistencies that make 
it more Smallville than Metropolis. 
Big Sky provincialism is the reason 
no one is freaking out because you 
can 3-D print guns on the Univer-
sity campus. It's not the kind of 
thing Virginia Tech administrators 
would let you get away with. Mon-
tanans aren't afraid of guns, but 
they don't understand technology; 
the reverse being true in urban plac-
es. My Montanan professors were 
eager for the ballistic details of the 
AR-15 I printed. When I told a vis-
iting professor from back East what 
I'd done, he face-palmed and asked 
about the  legal consequences.
He mentioned the lack of cam-
pus security at UM compared to 
other schools — no controlled en-
trances or guest passes, dorms that 
don't lock until nightfall — and I 
agreed. Jerusalem University’s cam-
pus is more a citadel than The Cita-
del. I saw a kindergarten teacher in 
the Old City leading a field trip with 
a World War II U.S. military surplus 
M1 carbine. I saw the same model 
for sale on campus months later, 
though not in the hands of a pro-
fessor. We made millions of them 
during the war and most are here to 
stay, carried decades after manufac-
ture and outliving everyone from 
Malcolm X to South Vietnamese 
special forces. The hardware need-
ed to win modern wars is made to 
survive hell, yet rapidly becomes 
obsolete and replaced on an enor-
mous scale.
Combine 100 years of military 
surplus from the deadliest century 
in human history with America's 
unparalleled private arms industry 
and you have more firearms than 
Americans. You can't legislate some-
thing that systemic away, but some 
officials do attempt to limit access to 
fully automatic weapons, high-ca-
pacity magazines and silencers 
— things you don't need for deer 
stalking. But California-style gun 
laws and assault weapon bans are 
legislative dinosaurs written with 
20th century technology in mind.
Three-dimensional printing 
and file sharing make gun control 
impossible, as well as copyright 
enforcement. The entertainment 
industry can't stop online "piracy" 
of music and films, and no indus-
try can stop people from freely 
sharing objects non-physically and 
printing them individually. These 
printers represent a redistribution 
of the means of production on a lev-
el Marx never conceived. Factories 
and corporations no longer control 
what products we have access to. 
Radical equality means anyone can 
make anything. If you think the 
technology isn't impressive, I beg 
you remember your first cellphone. 
Bill Gates envisioned a computer in 
every home and they called him a 
madman. Now there's one in every 
pocket.
Gun control didn’t prevent 
many weapons from falling into 
the hands of criminals. They ignore 
gun laws to the extent they ignore 
any law, and now it's easier than 
ever for everyone. Appreciating the 
power of universal firearm produc-
tion requires one be forward think-
ing, a traditionally leftist dogma in 
American culture compared to the 
conservatism of our gun culture. 
Printed guns require a re-examin-
ing of this culture as it turns more 
anarchist than libertarian, “liberal” 
in the classic Enlightenment sense 
of Europe and the American Revo-
lution, not contemporary domestic 
identity politics. Missoula feels like 
the kind of place we'll see “Walden” 
sold alongside weapons-grade alu-
minum printer cartridges instead of 
Kalashnikovs adjacent “The Inter-
national Jew.”
hunter.pauli@umontana.edu
@paulimeth
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Despite residence hall rules, 
several students cleaned the 
meat off an elk skull, complete 
with antlers, in a bathroom last 
year.
Minutes after pulling the 
meat off the skull and throwing 
it in the bathroom garbage cans, 
they hung the mount outside the 
window of a Miller Hall room to 
dry.
“We had a few people like, 
‘Eww what is that?’" one of the 
students, sophomore Kyle Horn, 
said. "But no one professional or 
from the school was like, ‘No, 
you need to take that down.’”
Horn said he thinks there’s a 
$100 service fee to clean a dead 
animal in the dorms, which they 
didn’t pay.
Horn also said last year he 
kept ammunition in his room, 
against dorm policies, because 
it was more convenient than 
checking it in with UM Police. 
He didn’t think storing ammu-
nition posed a problem to other 
residents.
Students frequently break 
residence hall policies, and for 
those caught, a variety of pun-
ishments follow. 
Assistant director of resi-
dence life Kelly Magnuson said 
forbidden materials include 
candles, incense, low-hanging 
ceiling ornaments, flamma-
ble liquids, pets that aren’t fish, 
tobacco, marijuana and other 
drugs, weapons, fireworks and 
alcohol (in the case of underage 
students).
The punishment for breaking 
the rules depends on the infrac-
tion itself, as well as its intent, 
she said.
Magnuson said punishment 
ranges from essays to mandato-
ry educational classes.
Stephanie Wodnik also broke 
the rules, but unlike Horn, she 
got caught.
In the fall of 2011, Wodnik, 
a former UM student and Mill-
er Hall resident, tried to keep a 
stowaway kitten from meowing 
in her room at night. 
“From first sight, I fell in love 
with this cat,” Wodnik said. “I 
was told that I had to get rid of 
the kitten before sundown.” 
Magnuson said her staff saw 
the cat in the window staring at 
them.
Residence Life Office per-
forms a health inspection, or 
“visual check,” of each dorm 
room once a semester, and at the 
beginning of each Thanksgiv-
ing or winter break. They notify 
students in advance about room 
checks, but not all the students 
notice the flyers.
Wodnik didn’t see the notifi-
cations.
“Turns out one of those days 
was the day after I adopted 
Tatumn,” she said.
There was a knock on her 
door, and when she looked 
through the peephole, several 
residence assistants stared back.
“I immediately knew I was 
busted,” Wodnik said. “So tech-
nically I only had the cat for less 
than 24 hours. It was very trag-
ic.”
Wodnik received a write-up 
and wrote an essay about how 
animals in the dorms pose a 
safety hazard to other residents.
Residence halls continue to 
see students who break the rules 
and sneak animals, dead or alive, 
into their rooms.
Horn said that he’s seen many 
people clean elk, but mostly in 
the parking lot near Miller Hall.
“They’re farm boys. That’s 
just what they have been doing 
their whole lives,” he said. 
This trend persists, despite 
the ramifications, as long as stu-
dents feel they can get away with 
the crime or accept minor conse-
quences. Oftentimes, these mi-
nor consequences don’t stop stu-
dents from flipping burgers on a 
grill in a student’s dorm room.
“Oh yeah, we’d turn the fan 
on and it would blow the smoke 
right out,” Horn said.
courtney.anderson@umontana.edu
@courtneytown42
Residence renegades: ammo, kittens, consequences
Courtney Anderson
Montana Kaimin
Illustration by James Alan Rolph/Montana Kaimin
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Sleeping in the study
Courtney Anderson
Montana Kaimin
Despite a drop in overall en-
rollment, some students live in the 
study lounges of residence halls 
instead of the dorm rooms they 
expected.
At the beginning of the school 
year, a number of students were 
placed in interim housing —  study 
lounges with other students — un-
til another dorm room became 
available.
Even though total enrollment 
went down, freshmen increased 
by 6.4 percent.
Ninety-seven students were 
assigned to study lounges at the 
beginning of the semester. The 
Residence Life Office has placed 81 
of these students in dorm rooms, 
said Sandy Schoonover, director of 
Residence Life.
“Part of the reason why we 
have students in interim housing 
is because we have approximately 
90 more students living in the res-
idence halls than last year,” Schoo-
nover said.
This year’s overflow also stems 
from a new option returning stu-
dents were offered last spring:  the 
same room and board rates for a 
single room.
“Because we had an increase of 
students staying in the residence 
halls, and we wanted to honor 
those single rooms that we gave to 
our returning students, we started 
the year with a few people in inter-
im,” Schoonover said.
She said when she started as 
director in 2010, over 200 students 
were in interim housing.
Last year, Duniway Hall, a 
dorm on the southwest side of 
campus, turned most double 
rooms into single rooms because 
of low enrollment and budget cuts.
“We knew that we were going 
to see an increase in occupancy for 
this year. What we did in Duniway 
is if someone canceled their single 
room, we could turn it back into 
a double room to accommodate 
more students,” she said.
Schoonover said students who 
live in the study lounges receive a 
discount.
“Once they move to a double 
room within our system in a per-
manent assignment, we’ll go back 
and retroactively give them a 50 
percent rebate for the days that 
they were in interim,” she said.
Roxanne Borchers, residence 
life administrative assistant, said 
the the residence halls’ capacity is 
2,319 residents.
Schoonover said 16 students are 
in study lounges, but five are in the 
process of moving to permanent 
rooms.
That leaves 11 students, after 
five weeks, living in study lounges 
in Jesse, Aber and Knowles Halls.
Talita Moura, an English Learn-
ing Institute student planning to 
study biomedical sciences, said she 
has lived with four other girls in 
the study lounge on the sixth floor 
of Aber Hall.
“When I arrived I found the 
place interesting. We have no clos-
et, just some cardboard boxes,” 
Moura said.
She said when she found out 
she would be living in the study 
lounge and sleeping on a bunk 
bed, she was worried.
“People said that it takes too 
long to find a room,” Moura said. 
“I’m going to move out next Thurs-
day. So, I’m really excited because 
now I have a room.”
Katherine Brady, director of the 
Off-Campus Renter Center, said 
she sympathizes with residence 
life.
“They’ve had so many unpre-
dictable scenarios and it’s really 
impossible to predict exactly how 
many students are going to come 
in and there is a lot of pressure 
on them to meet their financial 
requirements,” Brady said. “My 
hope is that they figure out a way 
to accommodate the number of 
students that show up, in a timely 
fashion and have more flexible op-
tions.”
courtney.anderson@umontana.edu 
@courtneytown42
Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks officials are seeking in-
formation regarding a deer 
that may have been killed il-
legally on University of Mon-
tana property.
The week before opening 
day of archery season, UM 
journalism professor Nadia 
White said she saw the deer 
while running on a dirt road 
along the south end of the 
University of Montana golf 
course. 
She found what she de-
scribed as “an expertly field-
dressed whitetail deer.” It was 
completely skinned, with all 
of the meat and internal or-
gans removed. 
White also said the carcass 
has disappeared since she 
first saw it.
Campus security has been 
notified of the possible illegal 
killing, but has no informa-
tion regarding the incident.
University operations man-
ager Shelley Harshbarger 
says she has never heard of a 
poaching case on campus.
“I've been here for 25 years 
and I've never seen this be-
fore,” Harshbarger said.
FWP Sergeant Dan Curtin 
said the department was not 
initially notified about the 
carcass. He hasn't heard of 
any recent poaching incidents 
near campus, though he said 
it has happened in the past. 
"Without going to look at it, 
I hate to say what happened," 
Curtin said. 
In 2013, the Montana legis-
lature passed a bill called the 
Vehicle-Killed Wildlife Sal-
vage Permit, allowing drivers 
to keep and process roadkill 
deer, moose or antelope as 
long as they remove the entire 
animal. Permits must be com-
pleted within 24 hours of sal-
vaging an animal.
Curtin said poaching in 
Missoula city limits is limit-
ed to one to three cases a year 
and doesn't seem to be a ris-
ing problem.
He urges anyone with in-
formation regarding poaching 
to call the FWP anonymous 
hotline 1-800-TIP-MONT (225-
5847).
cavan.williams@umontana.edu
Cavan Williams
Montana Kaimin
Possible poaching on 
University property
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
Some freshmen left without dorm rooms
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Rabbi Berry Nash blows into a Shofa — a ram’s horn — in preparation for Rosh Hashanah. The horn call represents a cry that expresses an appre-
ciation to a higher power. As Orthodox Jews,  Nash and his family moved to Missoula at the beginning of the summer to offer MIssoula residents an 
opportunity to  explore their roots. “We are the lamp post,” he said. “Those who want to see the light can come.”
RABBBI
From page 1
equally important and special 
to them, regardless of wheth-
er they come back.
Plus, Missoula has the Uni-
versity. Nash and his wife aim 
to be a resource — “a home 
away from home” — for its 
students.
“Students are away from 
home. This is a life-point for 
them,” Nash said. “At such a 
focal point, at such an import-
ant time, we see ourselves as a 
potential shoulder to lean on.”
They don’t want students 
or other Missoula residents to 
fear their Chabad house. Nash 
said they have no intention of 
insulting or changing any-
one’s current views.
“We don’t force anyone to 
become Orthodox, we just 
encourage every bit (of tradi-
tion),” Nash said. “In Judaism, 
it’s not all or nothing. What 
we try to do is help every Jew 
grow in their Judaism. Every-
one is different.” 
They said they’re just one 
facet of the already estab-
lished Jewish community.
“It’s not like this every-
where, where between dif-
ferent groups there is a warm 
communication. I feel like 
there really is [in Missoula],” 
Nash’s wife, Shayna, said. “We 
don’t focus on the differences, 
we focus on the similarities, 
and on having a relationship 
and connection. We’re both 
here for a purpose — for Ju-
daism.” 
Franklin agreed. 
"I like having the compa-
ny," Franklin said. "They care 
about the things I care about, 
and although we have differ-
ences as well, you know — so 
what?" 
The sense of community 
was evident in the circumci-
sion of Nash’s 5-week-old son, 
Mendel. The Nashs celebrated 
with multiple Jewish com-
munity members, including 
Franklin.
Even when it comes to the 
upcoming holidays, there's a 
connection between the two 
branches.
Like Har Shalom, the Nashs 
will offer services and festivi-
ties for the community during 
the two-day Rosh Hashanah 
holiday. 
Already their countertops 
are littered with dozens of tra-
ditional dishes and cake pans. 
Their shofar — a curved ram’s 
horn — sits in a small cabinet 
in their main room, ready to 
blow as the Jewish New Year 
arrives.
"When there is so much 
to express that can't be ex-
pressed in words, that's a cry," 
Nash said. "The shofar is the 
voice of a cry out of expres-
sion of love, and thanksgiving 
and hope that the world con-
tinues." 
They’ll invite guests for 
three of the six expected 
prayers, and for readings as 
well, balancing the idea of 
worship and celebration.
"It's an interesting combo," 
Shayna Nash said. "It's a se-
rious, introspective day, reac-
cepting God as our king. This 
is affecting our whole year. 
At the same time, it's a day of 
joy."
Beyond these parallels, 
however, Franklin said there 
are differences.
For Reform Judaism, wom-
en play a different role. There 
is mixed gender seating, and 
women can take leadership 
positions.  
In addition, Har Shalom 
will offer prayers both in He-
brew and English, and share 
prayers written during con-
temporary times. 
These differences are root-
ed in the underlying dispari-
ties between the branches. 
"I would say Orthodoxy, 
Conservative Judaism, De-
constructionist Judaism, all 
to varying extents feel com-
manded," Franklin said. "In 
Reform Judaism, that sense 
of commandedness is trans-
formed into a sense of ‘what 
does your conscience tell you 
that you're going to do as 
practice.’”
Students needing time off 
to attend services can do so 
"legally," according to the 
University's academic policies 
and procedures in the student 
catalog. 
Under the policy, absenc-
es in light of religious obser-
vance are excused.  
taylor.wyllie@umontana.edu 
@wylliet
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Over 1,000 different comic books 
and graphic novels decorate the 
walls of Muse: Comics and Games. 
Standing behind the counter, man-
ager Jason Benner wears a graph-
ic tee depicting nerdcore rapper 
“Adam WarRock.” He welcomes a 
steady stream of customers, simi-
larly dressed in iconography from 
the gaming or graphic novel scene. 
This world is familiar to Benner, as 
he has been reading comics for the 
past 25 years.
“They are forms of art,” Benner 
said. This year, graphic novels were 
the chosen genre for Banned Books 
Week, the nationally recognized 
celebration of reading freedom. It 
signifies the literary community’s 
support for all books, even those 
with seemingly unpopular or un-
orthodox views.
Graphic novels are among the 
most challenged genres of litera-
ture, said Mary Drew Powers, of 
public relations and reference at the 
Missoula Public Library.
“They are more edgy and they 
have pictures, not just words.”
Powers said it is easy for some-
one to flip through a graphic novel 
and see something they want to 
challenge immediately. 
Benner said graphic novels are 
often challenged because of the ex-
treme themes in the story. “It ranges 
from things like racial stereotyping 
to drug use to sexual connotations 
or descriptions,” he said.
Anyone can challenge a local or 
school library to ban a book. Only 
one to two challenges were report-
ed in Montana last year, compared 
to 114 in Texas, according to the 
American Library Association. The 
last formal challenge to Missoula 
Public Library was for the horror 
graphic novel “The Furry Trap” by 
Josh Simmons, Powers said. When 
a book is challenged or there is 
a complaint, she said it typically 
comes from a parent who believes 
the content of a book is inappropri-
ate for its audience’s age.
Graphic novels have become 
more and more popular over the 
past ten years, yet they remain ste-
reotyped. “I think the biggest stig-
ma today is that graphic novels are 
superhero stories and that’s just re-
ally unfair to the entire genre … It’s 
very unknown and foreign to a lot 
of people, even though it influences 
television, movies and music,” Ben-
ner said.
Character development and the 
depth of themes explored in graphic 
novels is equal to that of print-only 
novels.
Powers described “The Com-
plete Persepolis,” an autobiographi-
cal novel about growing up in Iran 
during the Islamic Revolution, as 
every bit as important as “The Di-
ary of Anne Frank.” Other graphic 
novels, such as anthropomorphic 
Holocaust allegory “Maus” and 
even the popular post-superhero 
“Watchmen,” have been taught in 
the classroom for their literary val-
ue. Both Powers and Brenner said 
the only difference between novels 
and graphic novels is the imagery.
“Instead of there being lots of 
paragraphs describing a landscape 
or a scene, there is artwork there to 
paint it for the reader,” Brenner said.
“People should be able to dis-
cover, read, discuss and decide for 
themselves what books they want 
to read and what ideas they want 
to be exposed to, and to shape their 
knowledge, opinions and beliefs 
without attempts at thought con-
trol,” said Julie Edwards, associate 
professor at Maureen and Mike 
Mansfield Library.
Both the Mansfield Library and 
Missoula Public Library said chal-
lenges have never led to a ban. Sue 
Samson, humanities librarian at the 
Mansfield Library, said they have 
not received a formal complaint in 
the past 20 years.
This pattern is representative of 
some Missoula public high schools 
as well. Librarians at Sentinel and 
Hellgate also said challenges have 
not led to bans.
The public library is hosting 
Banned Books Week celebrations, 
with Benner presenting the history 
of graphic novels and comic books 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday. The Mans-
field Library is also posting videos 
of professors describing their fa-
vorite banned books, which can be 
viewed on its website.
If one can respect a good story, 
Benner recommends they at least 
try reading a graphic novel. He sug-
gests classics such as “Watchmen” 
or “Sandman.”
Celebrate Banned Books Week 
by checking out a graphic novel or 
comic at the University or public li-
brary.
sydney.gillette@umontana.edu
@sydneygillette
Sydney Gillette
Montana Kaimin
Bethany Blitz/Montana Kaimin
Jason Benner has been managing Muse: Comics and Games for five years. This week, the Missoula Public Library is celebrating National Banned Books 
Week, — an awareness campaign that promotes the freedom to read — this year with an emphasis on graphic novels. Benner supports the cause. 
“People trying to put out negative connotations to literature are ignorant,” he said. “Readers should be able to develop their own opinions.” 
 COMMUNITY
Banned Books Week spotlights comics
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The Griz took on the best, but 
fell short.
“We went in there to win the 
football game, not just play well,” 
head coach Mick Delaney said. 
“We’d love to play them again.”
Montana lost 22-10 to No. 1 
North Dakota State Bison last 
Saturday in Fargo, N.D. The Bi-
son have won three consecutive 
FCS National Championships.
Montana did capture one 
small victory, though. The Griz 
only allowed the Bison to reach 
the endzone once, holding North 
Dakota State to five field goals.
“Look at how dynamic our 
defense was,” Delaney said.
But as dominant as Montana’s 
defense was in the red zone, the 
offense couldn’t match its suc-
cess. The Griz only gained 68 
yards on the ground Saturday, 
compared to the 200-plus in their 
previous two games.
Delaney said he uses the 
non-conference schedule to com-
pare Montana’s program to the 
best in the country. The Grizzlies' 
offensive attack didn't pass last 
week's test.
WHAT’S UP WITH THE 
OFFENSE?
Montana’s offensive problems 
started upfront. Backup quater-
back Shay Smithwick-Hann said 
the Griz need to stick with their 
guys in the run game.
“We had opportunities,” 
Smithwick-Hann said. "We just 
can't let them slip."
Montana struggled with the 
speed and strength of North 
Dakota State's defense, allowing 
defenders to attack from the back-
end of plays.
The upside for the Griz is that 
the offensive line is young.  Its 
only starting experience comes 
from Logan Hines.
“The key for them now is to 
just keep fighting and not to make 
the same mistakes,” Delaney said.
SHAW GOT SHANKED
The Griz didn’t lose just the 
game on Saturday. Montana also 
lost junior punter Stephen Shaw.
Shaw, who has been one of the 
top punters in the FCS the past 
couple seasons, injured his knee 
after being blocked below the 
waist on a punt return.
Delaney said the MRI showed 
meniscus damage. Chris Lider, a 
junior from Bellevue, Wash., will 
fill in for Shaw as Montana’s punt-
er this Saturday against Northern 
Colorado.
KICKING; IT’S KIND OF 
IMPORTANT
After using its third kicker 
in three games, Montana finally 
found what they were looking 
for: Daniel Sullivan. The transfer 
from Wyoming who sat out the 
last two seasons, showed he could 
step up last weekend.
Sullivan nailed a 20-yard field 
goal and an extra point attempt 
in his debut. Montana's previous 
kickers, Harrison Greenberg and 
Lider, went a combined 2-5 in 
converting field goal attempts in 
Montana's first three games. 
“He has kicked in big football 
games,” Delaney said of Sulli-
van’s experience from Wyoming. 
“What Daniel is doing right now, 
we are excited about.”
QUICK HITS
There were no sacks recorded 
in last Saturday’s loss to North 
Dakota State ... DE Zack Wagen-
mann is 9.5 sacks away from ty-
ing the school record ... This Sat-
urday’s game against Northern 
Colorado is Montana’s homecom-
ing game. The Griz won’t play at 
home again until Oct. 18 against 
UC Davis ... Delaney said that 
both Jeremiah Kose and Tonga 
Takai have minor shoulder inju-
ries.
 samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu
@wherezwaldorf
Griz Notebook: Special teams switchup
Sam Waldorf
Montana Kaimin
FOOTBALL
Jordan Purinton/Montana Kaimin
Wide receiver Jamaal Jones and defensive back Steve Tellefsen extend 
out for a tipped pass during Montana and South Dakota’s matchup on 
Sept. 13. 
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The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.80 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$2.00 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Sierra Batey
Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Jesse Kipp
ONLINE PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
PRODUCTION
Taylor Crews
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
ENTERTAINMENT 
Weekend cabins 30-minutes 
from Missoula $65/night. Rock 
Creek Cabins 251-6612
HELP WANTED 
Msla Co Pub Schools hiring 
full-time bookkeeper. Visit www.
mcpsmt.org for application 
instructions, job requirements, 
and job description.  EEOC
SERVICES 
PC and Apple Repair Free 
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus 
www.firstsolution.com 
(406) 540-1969
TODAY IN HISTORY
On this day in 1789, Congress 
passed the Judiciary Act of 1789. 
President George Washington 
signed the bill instituting the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States.  Six men were appointed 
to serve until death or retirement. 
The United Stated Constitution 
granted the Supreme Court 
ultimate jurisdiction over all 
laws. They were also tasked with 
overseeing cases concerning 
treaties of the U.S., foreign 
diplomats, admiralty practice, 
and maritime jurisdiction.
UM forfeits Blackfoot classes
 CAMPUS
Eric Barker
For the Montana Kaimin
A late resignation from 
Blackfoot language instructor 
Annabelle Chatsis meant the 
University of Montana for-
feited its Blackfoot language 
classes this semester.
Chatsis taught two classes 
through the Native American 
studies department — Ele-
mentary Blackfoot 141 and 
142, which have been offered 
since 2009. 
Wade Davies, a UM Native 
American studies professor, 
was unable to say why Chat-
sis resigned.
In response, UM’s Native 
American Studies department 
formed a committee to try to 
bring back the classes in 2015.
Davies said their first goal 
is to get Blackfoot recognized 
as fulfillment of the language 
general education require-
ment.
“Right now, the priority 
SNAP
From page 1
is to get through the gen-ed 
process. That’s important be-
cause that’s what gives a class 
longevity and draws enroll-
ment,” he said. “Our students 
need to be able to count that 
class for their language credit. 
That’s important to us.”
The class was previously 
not recognized in the gener-
al education list. However, 
students were able to petition 
upon completion of the class.
Jesse Desrosier, a UM soph-
omore from the Blackfeet 
tribe, took a Blackfoot lan-
guage class at UM and peti-
tioned for the language credit, 
but was denied.
“Language is the basis of 
a culture and understanding 
of the identity of Native peo-
ples,” he said. “Without that, 
there is no Native studies pro-
gram. With the language we 
can add history, science, phi-
losophy and religion.”
Mizuki Miyashita, a UM 
linguistics professor, said 
affordable are the worst for 
you,” she said.
The Missoula Food Bank is 
educating its clients to get the 
nutrition they need without 
running out of money. In Mis-
soula, one in seven people use 
the Missoula Food Bank and 
one in eight Montanans used 
SNAP in 2013.
Amy Lommen, an instruc-
tor in the health and human 
performance program, imple-
mented the SNAP challenge 
in her health issues of chil-
dren and adolescents class.
She said her students were 
surprised to find out so many 
there is a growing list of 
universities teaching Native 
American languages. That be-
ing said, the numbers are low 
compared to the number of 
Native American tribes in the 
country.
“I think it is great that UM 
is one of the few universities 
that offer a Native American 
language and is working to-
ward making it count toward 
the gen-ed language require-
ment,” she said.
The Blackfoot language is 
very specialized and there are 
few people who are available 
to teach it, Miyashita said.
Still, Davies said he's stay-
ing positive about resurrect-
ing the class.
“The class is very import-
ant to our department. It’s 
very important to the Uni-
versity,” he said. “Everybody 
is very excited to get a new 
instructor and get it going 
again, and I don’t foresee any 
problems doing so.” 
      eric.barker@umontana.edu
@ericbarker92
people lack food security.
“It allowed them to see 
more that it’s not a choice,” 
she said. “It’s not laziness. 
They don’t use the Food Bank 
and they don’t utilize gov-
ernment programs because 
they’re lazy.”
Lommen said students 
spent a lot of time thinking 
about their next meal, and 
spent extra time at the gro-
cery store.
Junior Melissa Carlier 
started the challenge on Fri-
day after hearing about it in 
her social work class.
She shopped at multiple 
places to find the best deals 
and tried to use coupons.
Students were encouraged 
to only eat food available 
through the challenge, and 
were discouraged from shop-
ping at membership clubs that 
have dues often too expensive 
for people who use SNAP.
The Missoula Food Bank 
created an alternative chal-
lenge so students who have 
campus meal plans could par-
ticipate, and students created 
budgets for families with spe-
cial circumstances, such as 
those with gluten allergies.
Carlier’s tight budget 
forced her to pay attention to 
prices and purchase items she 
wouldn’t typically buy. She 
bought rice and beans, and re-
alized that staples like cereal 
and dairy products were too 
expensive.
Carlier said she’s used to 
buying items that are more 
cost effective over time. SNAP 
beneficiaries receive their 
money for the month in a 
lump sum, but the challenge 
asked students to budget for 
the week.
“I usually splurge and 
spend $80 and that can usu-
ally last me three weeks,” she 
said. “I’ll go to Costco and get 
things in bulk.”
The challenge helped re-
fute the stereotype that peo-
ple abuse SNAP, said Carlier.
“I definitely have an appre-
ciation and have an under-
standing for people who have 
it,” she said. “Things happen 
to people. They could have a 
full-time job, and then they 
get laid off.”
Ely passed around a volun-
teer sign-up sheet to students 
who completed the challenge. 
Lommen said an overwhelm-
ing majority of students were 
interested in helping out at 
the Food Bank in the future.
erin.loranger@umontana.edu
@eeloranger
Evan Frost/Montana Kaimin
Christine Gill performs an aerial silk routine at Sunday Streets 
Missoula, a yearly event showcasing local organizations. Gill is a 
member of MASC, a Missoula acrobatics group.
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‘It’s not laziness. 
They don’t utilize 
government pro-
grams because 
they’re lazy.”’
Amy Lommen 
HHP instructor
NAS forms committee to expand language program
